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» CASE OF COL. ANDERSON. 
 Aythority, although it err like others, 

54 Hath yet a kind of medicine in itse'f, 

That skins the vice o° the top.” 

Measure for Measure. 

it may appear as the heighth of presumption in 

2 private citizen to array himself in opposition to 

the decision of the representatives of the people, 

in condemnation of a measure sanctioned by the 
votes of 118 of that honourable body against 45 of 

a minority. But when the interests of the nation 

are at stake, when the liberties of the people ap- 

pear to be threatened or invaded, be it by what 
power it may, the duty of the citizen is to be at 
kis post, and the humblest voice may be raised 
with effect, and be heard even in those halls where 
power sits canopied, and smiles in the conscious- 
ness of security. 

In our free republic, so long as the freedom of 
the press remains, and when that no longer exists 






titled to maintain his own opinions, and to give 
them all the currency in his power, governed by 
this truth, that among an unshackled and enlighten- 
ed people, if he has reason on his side, he will be 
listened to, if:in error, he will be disregarded. 

» The constitutional question which has agitated 
eongress during the consideration of the case of 
colonel Anderson, has been di of ina man- 
rer which, in our view of the neces at the 
very root of our liberties, and invests congre: 
with a power, self created in that body, and 
it cannot be shown, was ever delegated to them by 
the people. 

Wetake it as acommon axiom ina popular gov- 
ernment, that all the power that is not granted is 
withheld, and that it is from the people alone that 
thé power so retained is at any time tobe derived, 
either in, the executive, legislative, or judiciary 
branches of the government. 

The powers which ave granted to congress are 
particularly specified and defined in the eighth 
section of the Constitution of the United States, 
andin the amendmenis, und in tie sixth seetion 
of the same instrument we find a provision made 
for the security of their persons, exce)t in cases 
of treason, felony, and breach of the peace, as fol- 
lows: Srerion VI. Art. 1. 

The senators and representatives shall receive 
a compensation for their services, to be ascertain- 
ed by law, and paid out of the treasury of the 





ee 
o— returnitig from the same: for any speeci* or 
debate in either house, they shall not be question- 
ed in any other place. 
The 17th and 18th articles of the 8th section 
gives to congress the power 


To exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases 
whatsoever, over such district (not exceeding ten 
miles square) as may, by cession of particular 
states, and the acceptance of congress, beco c= 
the seat of the government of the United States ; 
and to exercise like wager ae! all places pur- 
chased by the consent of the legislature of the 
state in which the same shall be, for the erection 
of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other 
needful buildings. ' 

To make all laws which shall be necessary and 


proper for ret pe into execution the foregoing 
powérs, and all other powers vested by this con- 
stitution in the government of the United States, 
or any department or officer thereor 

In the 4th article of the Amendments we read 
that 

The right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects, against un- 
reasonable searches and seizures, shall not bé vio- 
lated ; and no warrants shall issue, but upon proba- 
ble cause, supported by cath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched, 
and the persons or things to be siezed. 

Here we see that congress have their powers 
fully defined and limited, and not only are they jn- 
structed how far these powers do extend, byt they 
are admonished and directed how far they shall 
not extend; and although acting under that broad 
and power bearing name, the representatives of 
the people, they are only the representatives of 
the people for certain specified duties; and al- 
though clothed with great and extensive authority, 
it ig the people themselves, and ‘hot congress, who 
alone are omnipotent, and this is fully made known 
by the 10th article of the Amendmentsto the Con- 
stitution: : 

he powers not delegated to the United States 
bane coneritupians nor prohibited by it to the 
states, are reserved to the states respectively, or 
tothe people. | 

Thus the omnipotence is ever with the people, 
for although they have delegated power and au- 
thority, by this constitution, to the legislative, ex- 
ecutive, and judiciary, yet. have they provided for 
taking away that power, and amending and alter- 
ing this charter whenever the power so granted 
by them shall seem offensive. Any encroachment 
therefore on the liberties of the people, any as- 
sumption of authority, or of privilege, whether 
made by the executive, | ive, or judiciary, is 
as much a crime and an offence, committed by'these 
authorities against < © majesty and omnipotence or 





United States. They shall, in afl cases, except 

tfeason, felony, and breach: uf’ the peace, de privi- 

leged trom arrest, during their attendance at the 

session of their respective houses, and in sOlng to 
cay 
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the sovereign people, as an act of treason in an in- 
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dividual might be construed such against the states. 
They have the privilege granted to their persons 
of being free from arrest during their attendance 
at the session, &c. that is, they shall not be arrest- 
ed for debt, or made amenable for their speeches 
jn the house, but to ‘show that they are far 
from being omnipotent, should any one of these 
honorable members of the house and the repre- 
sentatives of the people be found leaguing with 
the enemies of their country, robbing on the high 
road, or knocking down a citizen, raising a riot, or 
ot nding in any way against the laws of civil so- 
ciety, they are liable to be arrested by the coin- 
mon constable of our district, to be lodged in jail, 


undergo a trial, be sentenced to punishment, the 


same’as any other citizen; just as the sentence of 
the jury and court may decide. This, therefore, puts 
at rest foreverthe question of their omnipotence, as 
also that of their privileges, asthe only privilege that 
the constitution defines as belonging to them is, 
that they shall not be molested in the discussion 
of public affairs, or their persons arrested during 
their attendance at the session of their respective 
houses, and in going to and returning from the 
same. 

Having thus premised the powers delegated by 
the people in the constitution to congress, we pro- 
ceed to the case of colonel Anderson. 

On the morning of the 7th of January, Mr. Lew- 
is Williams, a representative from the.state of 
North Carolina, laid before the house a letter, which 
he stated to have received from colonel Andersen, 
the writer thereof.—Vide page 27, vol. 5. 


Mr. Lewis Williams premised the delivery of the 
letter by a short speech, in which he stated the 
shock his feelings had suffered by what he con- 
sidered an attempt at bribery, and related his inter- 
view of the morning with colonel Anderson. View- 
ing, a8 Mr. Williams did, this letter as an attempt 
to bribe him, and an insult to the house; he sub- 
mitted it to them, and claimed their interference: 
The house, indignant at the insult,’as they con- 
cieved it offered to them in the person of one of 
their members, unanimously voted that their ser- 
geant at arms should arrest the person of colonel 
Anderson, and bring bim forthwith to their bar 

Mr. Livermore from New Hampshire suggested 
the propriety, or rather asked the question, whe 
ther an oath, substantiating the offence, was not 
requisite. This the speaker decided was unneces- 
sary. That the house, in the first stage of tisis bu- 
sincss, were taken by surprise—that the unanimous 
vote was the effect of a burst of indignation—that 
their feelings acted rather than their judgment, is 
to be inferred from the circumstances which fo! 
lowed; that on the following ms ning when colone! 
Anderson was brought to the bar of the house, 
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Mr. Spencer, of New York, submitted the follow. 
ing resolutions: 
Resolved, That all further poerding in this 


house against the said John Anderson do cease 
and that he he discharged from the custody of the 
sergeant at arms. * 

Resolved, That the attorney general of the Uni- 
ted States be directed to institute such p)oceed. 
ings against the said John Anderson, for Bis said 
offence, as may be* agreéable to the Jaws of 
United States and of the district of Columbia, 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on the judic} 
be instructed to inquire into the expedicney of 
providing by law for the punishment of any con. 
tempt of the senate or house of representatives 
of the United States, and of any breach of the 
privileges of either house. 


These resolutions he followed by a luminous 
speech, expressive, not of his doubts whether the 
house had the power to arrest, detain, try, and 
punish colonel Anderson, but his conviction that 
they had not. This produced the discussion as te 
the powers of the house, which finished on. the 
15th of January, by the decision that John Ander. 
son should be brought to the bar of the house, by 
a vote of 118 against 45, which accordingly was 
done, and John Anderson was interrogated, who 
denied, under a solemn appeal to his Maker, any 
intention of offering any contempt to the house, 
or a bribe to the member to “ induce him to sup- 
port his claims against his convictions of their jus- 
tice.” John Anderson in turn interrogated wit. 
nesses, who spoke in the most. honorable terms 
of his former character as a patriot and a soldier. 
After these proceedings the house resolved that 
theirspeaker should reprimand him from the chair, 
which was performed. We have been thus minute 
in detailing this case, so generally known, in order 
that while viewing the justice, or rather the injus- 
tice of the proceedings of congress, each measure 
of that honorable body, (to every one of which 
we are opposed in this case, as being unconstitu- 
tional) shall be referred to in its proper place. 
The reader will therefore excuse this apparent 
repetition, uninteresting to all acquainted with the 
circumstances, but which is necessary to the dis 
cussion of this question. Have congress exceeded 
the powers given to them by the constitution? and if 
80, what redress can the accused obtain? and by what 
process? 

By the 18th article of the 8th section, already 
quoted, congress shall exercise exclusive legislation 
in all cases whatsoever, over such district not ex- 
ceeding ten miles square ; that is, that they shall 
make such laws exclusively as they may deem fitand 
proper, not violating however, by any laws so made, 
the constitution of the United States, which they 
swear to preserve inviolate. 

The making of laws, or possessing exclusive 
legislation, has no bearing whatever in the case of 
John Anderson, as it stood before them. Did John 
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Anderson commit a crime, had it been proved up- 
on him as a crime, and had congress legislated on 
the punishment which should be inflicted on the 
eonviction of the offender committing such érime- 
if any honorable member will furnish the act 
which constitutes the attempt at bribing one or 
every member of that house a crime, we will ever 
after be silent, but if he cannot show such act, nor 

any human being ever saw or heard of such an 
act, it is an evidence of its non-existence. If there 
is nothing to constitute it a crime, how, in the 
name of Heaven, can congress, or any other pow- 
er, make it a punishable offence. Punishment is 
established in order to deter the citizen from the 
commission of crime; and different grades of pun- 
ishment are established for different offences; but 
when no punishment is ordained for the attempt 
of perpetrating an act, however repulsive that act 
or attempt may be to our feelings, it cannot come 
within the cognizance of any jurisdiction. Be- 
sides, congress, by the 17th article, are not allow- 
ed jurisdiction, they are only allowed legislation ; 
that is, they may make laws, but they shall not 
constitute themselves into a court and expound 
the law, ‘except in cases which are particularly 


_marked and defined. They have jurisdiction over 


their own body’so far as to expel a member by the 
vote of two-thirds of the house. The senate. has 
the powér also of trying impeachments. 

But admitting, for argument, that the eins 
had the power of trying and punishing for an of- 
fence—they must first constitute the offence, and 
declare the nature of the punishment, and this 
could have no reference to the case of Anderson, 
for the 3d article of the 9th section of the consti- 
tution expressly says, “no bill of attainder or ex- 
post facto law shall be passed.” Thus if the at- 
tempt at bribing a member of congress did not 
stand registered as a crime, and punishable before 
the commission of it by Johh Anderson, Congress 
by no legislation could make it one, as regarded 
him, and by no jurisdiction punish him without 
violating the charter, in the 3d article of the 9th 
section of the constitution. 

But moreover, the péople having vested Con- 
gress with certain definite powers, in the 17th ar- 
ticle of the 8th section adds a certain sweeping 
authority—“ To make all laws which shall be ne- 
cessary and proper for carrying into execution 
the foregaing power, and all other powers,” &c. 

This, however, at an early day, justly andwise 
ly excited the jealousy of a certain part of the 
community, who, fearful of giving this body tee 
much pewer, to the prejudice of the liberty 
of the people themselves, exerted all their ener- 
gies to guard against it, and none more exerted 
himself in this great cause than Patrick Henry, 
whose name will stand in future ages as ene of 
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the great supporting pillars of American liberty, 
even after that day, should it ever arrive, when 
the d/ast of usurping authority, shall sound to the 
world the awful tidings of its invasionand down- 
fall. It was this jealousy of the people, this fear 
of giving away too much authority which produ- 
ced the bill of rights, and caused the amendments 
to the constitution, defining, asit were, the rights 
which the people or individual states reserved to 
themselves, and which drew a line of limitation, 
beyond which, the power granted te congress, 
to make all laws which shall be necessary for 
carrying into execution the foregoing powers,” 
had no bearing, and the assumption of ita viola- 
tion of the charter.under which they acted. 

Thus, by no. power given to them, could cone 
gress, or any. military authority, order a‘soldier to 
be quartered in any house in a day of peace, with- 
out the consent, of the owner; neither»by any 
power given to them could congress or any ju- 
dicial authority, issue a warrant to seize either 
property or person, unless upon probable cause, 
supported by oath; for the 4th article of the 
amendments to the constitution expressly. for- 
bids the exercise of the power, and the tians- 
gressing or infringing this article, which. expli- 
citly states this shall not be done, is as much an 
assumption of power and a violation of the 
constitution, as to make a dead letter of the first 
article of our charter, or to make it read, that 
all. legislative power herein granted, shall be 
vested in one man, and his name shall be Oliver, 

Every step taken by congress, has therefore, 
beeninviolation of the constitution ; first, in igsuing 
a warrant to arrest the body of John Anderson, his 
offence being unsupported by any oath or affir-: 
mation; secondly, in attempting to try him un- 
der an unconstitutional arrest ; thirdly, in arraigne 
ing him and trying him for an offence, which is: 
undefinable under any act or law of the United 
States, and which had né offence but in ‘their 
imaginations; fourthly, for erecting themselves, 
who are a legislative, and not a judiciary bodys 
into a court, and constituting that court also, in 
contempt. of the constitution of the United States,: 
as regards the judiciary, into an inquisitorial one, 
and questioning, the prisoner on the offence im+ 
puted to him, in order to conyict him. on hisows 
confession ; and fifthly, when all the evidenee, 
adduced was, in his favor, and a denial ef his guilt 
in lieu of a confession of, it, established by oath 
or asseveration, to proceed to judgment, andsen-". 
tence him to the punishmentjof a»geprimand, in 
defiance of all established courts:that ever exist« 
ed, and which ever have acquitted the prisoner, 
when testimony did not prove him guilty. 

If the constitution of the United States be vio- 
tated bv the representatives of the people in cons 
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gress, (who should be the most jealous guardians 
of it, as the palladium of their own liberties) they 
certainly are and ought to be as punishable as any 
other individual. The President of the United, 
States, a judge or other officer, may be impeached 
and tried before the Senate for a violation of his 
duties, and if the representatives of the people 
have violated theirs by an infringement on the 
rights of the people—on those rights which were 
theirs by reservation—if they have violated their 
duties, not only by this infringement, but by an 
assumption of privilege, and an invasion of the ju- 
diciary authority, are they not also amenable, or 
have the people no redress? 

The majority of congress have decided, that 
they possessed a power, which is undefinable by 
the charter under which they act, and which they 
argue to have found in common law. The mino- 
rity, however, came forward, with that sacred 
charter and say: Gentlemen, in this we find the 
law of the land, the law under which we act, and 
we can recognize no other. In popular assem- 
blies, it is not always the majority that is right, 
and we are convinced, that the people in reading 
the debates which occurred on this occasion, will 
find the strength of the argument, and the in- 
violability of their rights with the minority.— 
This question, therefore, should not be suffered 
thus to rest—it would form a dangerous prece- 
dent. It has brought forth language yet unknown 
to that house; it has spoke of privileges which 
that body presume to possess. These privileges 
should be inquired into, should be tested, and the 
judiciary, which is the expounder of laws should 
decide on the legislative. It is to try this ques- 
tion, that we wish to see the sergeant at arms held 
to bail, and that we consider John Anderson 
bound by the duty which he, as an individual, owes 
to the community, to try the justice of his arrest, 
of his trial, and his sentence. 

As to the privileges of the house, itis a dan- 
gerous doctrine ; if admitted and confirmed mere- 
ly upon precedent, it has no limitation, and no 
one can say, how fir it may not extend ; if it can 
try John Anderson, and sentence him for an of- 
fence which is not definable; it may take a man 
out of his bed at midnight and execute him for 
dreaming of them. _ The privileges of the house— 
where did this doctrine start? what privileges 
are recognized or acknowledged by our govern- 
ment; are they definite, and of what do they 
consist ? To us it isas incomprehensible and con- 
tradictory to the spigit of our charter as to talk of 
a republican monarchy. 

As to the crime or offence of attempting to 
bribe, the house, in our opinion, has mistaken it 
completely. The offence, if any exist, would be 
in a member of that body accepting a bribe, but 
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this could only be determinable by the expulsion 


of the member. ‘The beuse in that cuse would 
have jurisdiction, for it is allowed to them over 
their own body by the constitution, but under the 
language of privilege, to establish any act.a crime 
which is net defined to be one if admittedsop 
submitted to, might in a day not very d 
make it death to take the wall of any och 
these privileged legislators. 4) 
John Anderson, as he now stands, with his re. 
primand on his bacls, if it were not for public 
feeling, which is more credulous than’ congress, 
more merciful in its judgment, and more intline@ 
to give belief to his solemn denial and appeal, 
might be compared to our father Adam, when 
driven from Paradise—He bears with him’ the 
greatest anathema that the nation could pronounce 
against him—notwithstanding his oath to the com 
trary, he is treated as although he had avowed ‘his 
offence, and though dismissed with life, is bade’ts 
remember the awful sentence pronounced upén 
him by the offended majesty of a free people» 
We deny that this was the feelings of the people, 


it was or not, by every consideration which Fos 
owes himself and his country. 

The letter written by John Anderson, ‘and at- 
knowledged by him, was a very extr irdih ry he, 
and one, the phraseology of which, we are by fo 
means led to justify. It was, as he stated, héw- 
ever, an error of the head, not of the heart: 

“This was his offence—no more.” Ts it 
for this he is to be branded as criminal, “ ws de- 
liberately attempting to commit a crime,” “ of anat- 
tempt to corrupt the fountain of legislation, and that 
although declaring the purity of his cofscien sete 
carry with him the hope of the hotse, that*he 
hereafter might become convinced of the magii- 
tude of his offence.’ 

Let the proceedings of the house havé been 
constitutional or unconstitutional, the reprimand 
was such, as is not likely to call forth from Jobn 
Anderson, Portia’s beautiful apostrophe of mer- 
cy, as regards the sentence of his judges. "\ 

“ It blesseth him that gives and him that takes, 

“ Tis mightiest in the mightiest, and "becomes 

“ The throned monarch better than his crown, ' 
‘ His sceptre shows the force of temporal power, 
** But mercy is above this sceptered sway; 

* It is an attribute of God himself.” 

While John Anderson may not admit on recol- 
lection, that mercy ever sat-in her wnearthly ma- 
jesty in that tribunai which judged him, he will 
ever have cause to remember until the day on 
which he redeems himscif and tle people’s rights 
that 

“* Reprimand and fice pardon are of two separate 
Houses.” 








and John Anderson is called upon to test whether - 
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COL. ANDERSON. 
From th: Essex Register. 

® The Col. Johu Anderson, alluded to in the 
roceedings of congress of Wednesday last, as 
Pring offered a bribe to a member of congress, 
and for which the speaker of the house of repre- 
sentatives issued a warrant to apprehend him, is 
not,the Col. Anderson of the late army; but an 
Kepstishrnan, residing on the river Raisin, and who 
sutler to the British army at fort Miami, 
when general Wayne defeated the Indians at that 
The arrest and trial of colonel John Anderson, 
by the house of representatives of the United 
States, for an alleged breach of their privileges, 
having excited much public interest, on observing 
the above paragraph in the Essex Register, of the 
17th instant, and presuming there might be a mis- 
take in it, we enclosed it to Col. Watson of this 
city; whe, we understood had been long ac- 
quainted with Col. Anderson, and requested he 
would make such corrections as he might deem 
proper, and return it, who politely favored us 

with the following note in reply. 

Wasincton 22d January, 1818. 

Stn—I hasten to reply to your letter of this 
date, and shall the more cheerfully state such parti- 
culars of Col. Anderson's life, as have been made 
known. to me during an intimate acquaintance of 
near twelve years standing, as I perceive by the 
paragraph you have been pleased to enclose to 
me, that an attempt has been made to induce his 
fellow-citizens to consider him “ an Englishman.” 
Col, Anderson was born in Scotland—his father 
emigrated to this country, with his family and 
settled at Unadilla, on the Susquehanna, when 
Col.. Anderson was only three years old—At the 
close of the year ’78, or begining of °79, his father 
fell asacrifice to Indian barbarity, and he with his 
inother and three other children, were led cap- 
tives into Canada ; when, yet young, Col. Ander- 
son was kindly patronized, by a wealthy merchant 
and was in the year 1793, employed by him as 
an Indian trader, at the rapids of the Miami of 
Lake Erie, opposite the present site of fort Meigs, 
within two miles of which place the British erect- 
ed a fort in the spring.of 1794, which they called 
Simcoe—General Wayne’s defeat of the Indians 
in thesame year, relieved Col. Anderson from the 
indignities which were heaped upon him, under 
the plea, of his being a “ yankee” and after the 
Americans had garrisoned fort Simcoe, Col. An- 
derson traded near that fort.—The sutler to the 
British garrison, was a Mr. MacDonald, since 
known as x partner of the north-west company.— 
Gol. Anderson became a citizen of the United 
States by virtue of the last paragraph, of the se- 
cond article of Jay’s treaty, and has been subse- 
quently naturalized by the supreme court of the 
territory of Michigan—e has honorably sustain- 
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ed the following offices, viz ; justice of the peace 
e captain of militia, to which he was appointed 
in 1803, by governor Harrison ; chief judge of a 
court of common pleas, and colonel of the second 
regiment of Michigan militia, in which latter ca- 
pacity he performed valuable services at the com- 
mencement of the late war, and until he again be- 
came a prisoner to the Indians and British. 
I am sir, with much respect, 
Y V. oO. MH S. 
JOS: WATSON. 


Joel K. Mead esquire, 
editor of the National Register. $ 


Tt can be considered no more than candid in us 
while giving currency to the opinions expressed 
by “ Candor” in his intreductory remarks, to a 
translation from the Paris Moniteur which he has 
been so kind as to hand us; to say that while we 
agree with him, that any lampoon or personal at- 
tack, upon the ministers from foreign courts is 
not to be defended, that we must maintain not on- 
ly the right, but the duty of our newspapers, to 
take notice of their pretensions, and their diplo- 
matic movements. 

If foreign courts take offence, it is because for- 
eign courts do not give themselves the trouble to 
inquire into the spirit of our free government. 
This however we believe is how genefally under- 
stood, by almost every statesman in Europe. 

In Europe, where every transaction of the ca« 
binet is secret until concluded, and even then the 
events which brought it about are carefully ob- 
scured or never revealed ; and when all is left to 
surmise the case is very different. Our relations 
with foreign powers, and all the correspondence, 
is often made known with us even while negotia- 
tions are going on ; and it is then the duty of the 
conductor of a free press not only to give hisown 
opinion, but to admit or canvass’those of others. 
Besides it is not uncommon for ministers of fo- 
reign, courts to make use of the press themselves 
in this country to produce an effect, even to pub- 
lish pamphlets, and to discuss points connected 
with their embassy under anonymous signatures, 
such as !Graviora manent, and others. We, there- 
fore, with deference to the opinion of Candor, 
conceive that the omisssion to notice, and that 
scrupulously, the conduct and views of these gen- 
tlemen, even admitting that the notice taken of 
them might have an influence on cabinets abroad, 
would be attended with more serious evils at 
home. We certainly will not contend for coarse 
or illiberal abuse, pasquinade or invective ; but if 
their diplomatic pretensions appear to call for it, 
never to spare the censure which they merit, and 








with truth on our side, we must always cansider, 
in such cases, severity but justice. 
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OF AMELIA ISLAND. 
‘ New York, Jan. 7. 

By the brig Commodore Porter, captain Doane, 
which arrived in this port yesterday, inten days 
from St. Mary’s, we learn that the United States 
squadron, consisting of the John, Adams, captain 
Henley, brigs Enterprize and Saranac, schooners 
Prometheus and Lynx, with one gun boat, and 
250 troops, arrived at Amelia on the 22d ult. and 
immediately summoned the place to surrender; 
and on the 23d at two o’clock in the afternoon 
took quiet possession of the Island, after firing a 
single gun; Com. Aury and his troops were al- 
lowed to evacuate the Island. 

One of the representatives of the late govern- 
ment of Amelia, has arrived in the Com. Porter, 
on his way to Washington. 

Mr.S. L. Holmes, Jate secretary to Com. Aury, 
has also arrived in the Com. Porter, by whom we 
have been favored with the following copy of 
commodore Aury’s answer to the demand Sor his 
surrender. 

Head- Quarters, Fernandina, Dec. 22d, 1817. 

Gentlemen—I have received your official letter 
of this day by which, in the name of the govern- 
ment of the United: States, you summon us to eva- 
cuate this place, with the troops under my com- 
mand, as soon as it will be convenient, as posses- 
sion thereof isto be taken by the forces under 
your command, under certain conditions specified 
in vour letter. 

Neither this republic, that of Mexico, or any 
other of South America, being at war with the 
United States, obliges me to state to you that 
the contents of your letter greatly surprized this 

overnment and the people of this state. You 
e. nevertheless intimated, that in case of our 
acqitiescence in your demand, we shallbe per- 
mitted to evacuate this Island, which neither is, 
nor ever has been, a part of the United States. 

Allow me to observe to you, gentlemen that 
from the moment we took Fernandina by the 
force of our arms, we entered into the full pos- 
session of all the rights appertaining toour enemy, 
and to this day we have supported those rights 
at the risk of out lives and fortunes. 

The boundaries between the Floridas and the 
United States, having been fairly ‘settled on the 
27th October 1795, we are at a loss how to ascer- 
tain your authority to interfere in our internal 
concerns. 

Qur surprise increases when we reflect that 
your communication comes as authorized by the 
government of a people who, in this respect, glo- 
ry in the rights of nations, whether great or small, 
and who, no doubt, sympathize with their south- 
ern brethren in the struggle for liberty and inde- 
pendence, in which they are engaged, as were the 
Onited States forty years ago. 

On the other hand, you promise to hold sacred 
such of our properiy as unquestionably belongs to 
our citizens. Whoistobe the judge in that case ? 
"rhe United States. ‘They can by no means claim 
any kind of jurisdiction from the source of the ri- 
ver St. Mary’s down to the ocean, on this side the 
channel. We entertain tov much veneration to 
believe for a single moment, that you (suppose al- 
ready in possession of this island, which has ne- 
ver been ceded by the king of Spain, or by its 

inhabitants, to the United States) can bring with 
you a- competent tribunal to decide upon this 
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to a republican government, and to the princi. 
ples ofa just and impartial nature! The same 
obsesvation may be applied to your interference 
for the property of the inhabitants, which we have 
always respected. 

You order us, aiso, as if we were subjects of 
your government, to leave behind, when Fernan. 
dina is evacuated, all the public property, that 
was found at its surrender. This detenkt is di. - 
rectly contrary to the public rights, by w 
public property, captured from the pte . 
avowedly that of the captors, when not otherwise 
stipulated. Are you acting inthe name of the 
king of Spain, orhisallies? As we consi der the 
people of the United States to be unquesti 
»the only free people on the surface of the g! 
we cannot admit that you have already arrived to 
such a point of degredation. Otherwise your de. 
mand is inadmissible and unjustifiable in the eyes 
of the world; and, if we must submit to it, all the 
blame rests with you. 

Permit me, therefore, gentlemen, to request 
you to lay before the president of the United 
States, these remarks, in order that a matter of so 
serious tendency may be duly considered. We 
have read his excellency’s message at the open- 
ing of congress, with the utmost concern, and 
have concluded that the political situation of this 
republic hasbeen greatly misrepresented in the 
United States, through the intrigues of our ene. 
mies. We have certainly aright to be heard; 
for which purpose I shall have the honor of for. 
warding to your government the necessary doct- 
ments. Ifyou are not disposed to let the ‘thi 
remain in statu quo, until the president’s, further 
determination be known, I am authorized to -as- 
sure you that we respect and esteem too highly 
the people of the United States te carry matters 
to extremities. 

I have the honor to remain with the highest . 


consideration, gentlemen, yours, &. AURY. 
S. L. Holines, secretary. 
EE 
NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. 


FIRST SESSION-——-FIFTEENTH CONGRESS. 
SENATE. 
Monday, January 19. 

A letter was laid before the senate, by the presi- 
dent, from Madame Plantou, proposing to make 
sale to congress of an allegorical painting from 
her own pencil, representing the glory and .tri- 
umph of the United States in the ratification of 
the treaty of Ghent; which letter was referred to 
the committee of commerce and manufactures, , 
Mr. Barbour submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing such naval depots, in such numbers 
and such places, as may, in their opinion, be ad- 
vantageous to the United States. 

Mr. Macon communicated to the senate the con- 
currence of the legislature of the state of North 
Carolina, in the amendment proposed by the state 
of New Jersey, to the constitution of the United 
| States, to establish an uniform mode (by districts) 
ithroughout the Union, of electing electors 

| president and vice-presidcut of the United States. 
| Mr. Woble submitted a motion to instruct the 
; committee on the post office und post roads to in- 
{quire into the expediency of establishing a post 








question. ‘The only law you can adduce in your 
behalf, is that of force, which always is repuguant 


jroute from Centreville to Jacksonborough, in In- 
diana. 
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Mr. Ruggles submitted a motion to instruct the 
committee on the:public lands to inquire into the 
expediency of providing by law for the sale of so 
much of the tract of one hundred thousand acres 
of land, granted as a donation to actual settlersin 
the Ohio company’s purchase, as shall not have 
been conveyed agreeably to the terms of this 


grant. 4 L 

Mr. Morrill, agreeably to notice, introduced a 
jointiresolution directing the distribution of the 
6th volume of the laws of the United States, to 
such members of the 15th congress as have not 
received the same. ‘ ’ 

The senate took up for consideration the follow- 
ing resolution, offered by Mr. Fromentin on the 
14th instant. ee 

Resolved, That the committee on the judicia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of al- 
lowing, to the jndge of the 6th circuit court of 
the United States, asum equal to the salary of the 
district court of South Carolina, for the term of 
one year, during which time the said circuit judge 
was compelled by law to perform the duties of the 
judge of said district court. f 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Smith of South 
Carolina, at some length, and supported earnestly 
by Mr. Fromentin, and also briefly by Mr. Dag- 
gett. Mr. Smith, however, afterwards withdrew 
his opposition to the motion, and it was agreed to. 

The following resvlution, submitted by Mr. }i/- 
liams, of Miss. on the 14th, was also taken up and 
agreed to. - ; 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States, be requested to inform the senate what 
measures have been taken in pursuance of so much 
of the thirdyand fourth sections of the act entitled 
* An att to authorize the appointment of a sur- 
veyor for the lands in the dnorthern part of the 
Mississippi territory, and the sale of certain lands 
therein described,” as relates to the reservation 
of certain sections,, for the purpose of laying out 
and establishing towns thereon. 

The report of the committee of claims, unfa- 
vorable to the petition of Rees Hill, wasjconsider- 
ed and ed to. 

The bill to divide the state of Pennsylvania in- 
to two judicial districts, was read the second time. 

The resolution for printing the journal of the 
convention, was amended and ordeved to a third 
reading. . 

Mr. Hilliams, of Tennessee, from the committee 
on military affairs, reported the bill from the 
house of representatives, to provide for the sur- 
viving officers and soldiers of the revolutionary 
army, with amendments. 


(The principal and only material amendment 
preposth by the committee, limits the benefit of 
the act to such as served to the end of the war, 
on continental establishment.’ 

The senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to allow John Thompson interest on a revo, 
lutionary claim heretofore granted and paid to him 
by government. 

After considerable discussion, in which Mr. 
Barbour and Mr Roberts supported, and Mr. Dag- 
gett and Mr. Macon opposed the bill— 

The question was taken on ordering the bill to 
a third reading, and decided in the negative. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The president laid before the senate a letter 
from the secretary of the navy, transmitting the 
annual statement of the disbursements made from 
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the navy pension fund, the state of the fund, list 
of pensioners, &c. 

Mr. Tait, from the select committee, to whom 
the subject was committed, reported the bill mak- 
ing an appropriation for repairing, and keeping in 
repair, certain roads, with an amendment, (includ- 
ing that ‘part of the road leading from Columbia 
in Tennessee, by the Choctaw agency, to Madison- 
ville, in Louisiana, which lies between the south- 
ern boundary of Tennessee and the Indian boun- 
dary line near Zadock Brashear’s in Mississippi; 
and then ; 

The senate adjourned. 


Tuesday, January 20. 

Mr. Sanford, from the committee of commerce 
and manufactures, reported a bill establishing the 
port of entry for the district of Brunswick, in 
Georgia, at the town of Darien; which bill was 
read and passed to the second reading. 


Mr. Williams, of Tennessee, from the commit- 
tee on military affairs, to whom the subject had 
been referred, reported a bill directing the man- 
ner of appointing Indian agents, and continuing 
the act for establishing trading houses with the 
[ndian tribes; [providing that the superintend- 
ent of Indian trade, and agents and asstistant 
agents for Indian affairs, be hereafter appointed 
by nomination to the senate, and requiring of each 
of those officers bond with two secnrities in the 
sum of 10,000 dollars, for the faithful discharge of 
their respective duties. The bill was passed to 
a second reading. 

Mr. Tait submitted a resolution to instruct the 
judiciary committee to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of repealing the 3d section of the act to estab- 
lish a territorial government for the eastern part 
of the Mississippi territory, and of investing the 
legislature of Alabama with power to regulate the . 
judiciary thereof in such manner as it may deem 
expedient ; and also of investing the highest grade 
of courts which may be established by the said 
legislature, with jurisdiction in all cases in which 
the United States shall be a party. 

The bill to establish two judicial districts in 
Pennsylvania, was postponed to Friday next. 

The engrossed joint resolution directing the 
printing of the journal of the convention, was read 
the third time, the blank filled with 1000 copies, 
passed, and sent to the house of representatives 
for concurrence. 

The bill from the house of representatives, 
making a further appropriation for completing 
the repairs of the public buildings, was taking up, 
and passed to a third pening, 

Mr. Noble’s resolution, offered yesterday, to 
direct the committee on. the post office post 
roads to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Centreville to Jacksonbo- 
rough, in the state of Indiana, was taken up and 
agreed to. 

The motion yesterday submitted by Mr. Rug- 
gles, to instruct the committee on public lands to 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for the sale of so much of the tract of one hundred 
thousand acres of land, granted as a donation to 
settlers in the Ohio company’s purchase, as shall 
not have been conveyed agreeably to. the terms 
of the grant, was also agreed to. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Barbour, was taken up, and, after a few 





eaphasiony remarks by the mover, and some ob- 
servations by Mr. Tait, apprebatory of the obje 
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of the motion, it was agreec to without opposi- 
tion : 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing naval depots in such numbers, and in 
such places, as may in their opinion be most advan- 
tageous to the United States. 

The bill providing for the surviving revolution- 
ary officers, soldiers, &c. and the bill making an 
appropriation for repairing certain roads, were 
postponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. Sanford, from the committee of commerce 
and manufactures, to whom was referred the let- 
ter of Madame Plantou, proposing to congress the 
purchase of her national painting, made a report 
adverse to the pronosition of Madame Plantou. 

The senate then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of executive business ; after which 

The senate ajourned. 


Wednesday, Junuary 21. 


Mr. Williams, of Ten. submitted the following 
resolution : 


Resolved, That the president of the United 
States be requested to inform the senate in what 
manner the troops in the service of the United 
States, now operating inst the Seminole tribe 
of Indians, have been subsisted, whether by con- 
tract or otherwise, and whether they have been 
furnished regularly with rations. 

The senate took up and concurred in the re- 
port of the committee of pensions unfavorable to 
the petition of Ephraim Shaler, De La Fayette 
Wilcox, and Alphonso Wetmore, first lieutenants 
of the sixth regiment United States infantry, stat- 
ing that, during the late war, while engaged in 
action with the enemy, they received several se- 
vere wounds, which occasioned to each the loss of 
an arm; that the loss and wounds subject them 
to daily vain and inconvenience, although the per. 
formance of their duty as officers of the army has 
not been suspended on that account since their 
wounds healed; and soliciting the aid of congress, 
so far as to confer on them a compensation equal 
to the'r sufferings and expense by granting to 
them pensions from the date of their several 
wouards. 

The report of the committee of commerce and 
manufactures, unfavorable to the proposition of 
Madame Plantou, was taken up and agreed to. 

The following resolution, moved yesterday by 
Mr. Tait, was considered and adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
pealing the third section of an act passed the 
third day of March last, entitled, “An act to es- 
tablish.a separate territorial government for the 
eastern part of the Mississippi territory ;”? and of 
investing the legislature of the Alabama territory 
with power to regulate the judiciary thereof in 
such manner as it may deem expedient: and also 
of investing the highest grade of courts which 
may be established by the said legislature with 
jurisdiction in all cases in which the United States 
shall be a party. 

The president laid before the senate a letter 
from Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, resigning his seat in 
the senate, he having accepted an office from the 
executive of the United States ; when, 

On motion of Mr. Fromentin, it was 

Resdlved, That the president of the ‘senate be 
requested to notify the executive of the state of 
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The bill establishing Darien in Georris hs 
port of entry, and the bill directing the mannep of 
appointing Indian agents, &c. were severally 
the second time. aia a a 

The bill making further provision for repaitiy 
Papell buildings, was read the third time, 


volutionary officers, &c. was further postponed to 
this day week. 

The bill making an appropriation for repaifing: 
and keeping in repair certain roads, was taken up, 
and, after agreeing to Mr. Leake’s amendment: 
the bill was ordered to a third reading, : 

Mr. Goldshorough, from the committee on the 
district of Columbia, reported a bill to incorporate 
the Mechanic Relief Society of Alexandria, which 
was read and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. .Morrow, submitted for consicleration the’ 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the public 


ought not to be mate, to limit and control the jg.’ 
sue and location of certificates for lands in liey of 


New-Madrid, in the territory of Missouri. 
The Senate then again resumed the considera, 
tion ef executive business ; after which , 
The senate adjourned- 


Thursday, January 22. 


The president communicated to the Senate 9 
report from the Secretary of the Treasury, made 
in obedience toa resolution of the Senate respec: 
ting the progress made in settling the public ac. 
counts under the act of last session, for the more 
prompt settlement of the public accounts. 

Mr. Williams, of Uennessee, from the commit- 
tee on military affairs, to whom the inquiry’ had 
been committed, made a report unfavorable to 
the expediency of any further legislative provi. 
sion to compel the attendance of witnesses on 
courts martial. , 

Mr. Ruggles submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration : 


Resolved, ‘That the committee on the public’ 
lands be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of passing a law, to vest in the state of Ohio’ 
the power of selling the remaining thirty-five sec- 
tions of land in the six miles reservation, at the’ 
Scioto Salt Works, and applring the proceeds of 
the sale to such purposes, for the use of the state, 
as the legislature thereof may think proper. 

Mr. Campbell presented the petition of the 
Judges of the Circuit Court of the District of Co- 
lumbia, praying an increase of compensation— 
Referred. 

Mr. Crittenden, from the judiciary committee, 
to whom an inquiry into the subject had been re- 
ferred, made a report against the expediency of. 
allowing to the Judge of the sixth Circuit Court 
of the United States, additional compensation for 
performing certain services of the District Jucge 





of South Carolina. 

Mr. Tichenor moved two resolutions, referring 
to the military committee an inquiry into the ex- 
pediency of repealing or modifying so much of 
the act establishing the military staff, as relates to 
hospital surgeons’ mates, and to the appointment 
of judge advocates ; and an inquiry into the ex- 
pediency of a reform in the provisions of the Jaw 
respecting the emoluments to the military and 





Vermont of suid resignation. 


staff officers of the army, in order to place thera, 
on a more economical establishment. 


e bill making provision for the surviving fe 


lands be instructed to inquire whether provision’ * 


those injured by earthquakes, in the county of: 
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Mr. Morrow, from the committee on public 
Jinds, to whom was’ referred the bill from the 
House, establishing additional land offices in the 
territory of Missouri, reported the same with sun- 

mendments. 4 

oe following resolution, submitted vesterday 
by Mr. Williams, of Tennessee, wus taken up and 

greed to. : 
"Br cvolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to inform the Senate in what 
manner the troops in the service of the United 
States, now Operating against the Seminole tribe 
of Indians, have been subsisted, whether by con- 
tract or otherwise, and whether they have bytn 
furnished regularly with rations. - 

The. bill from the House of Representatives, 
making appropriations for the payment of arrear- 
ages incurred for the military establishment pre- 
yious to the year 1817; and the bil! making ap- 
propriations for the military establishment for the 

ear 1818, were severally read and referred. — 

The bill making an appropriation for repairing 
and keeping in repair, certain roads, was read the 
third time, as amended, passed, and sent to the 
House of Representatives. 

Several bills were further postponed ; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Col. Anderson’s case, continued from page 48. 

* Arraigned at the bar of the highest tribunal 
of the nation, for an alleged infringement of its 

rivileges, an-attack upon its dignity, and the 
| sbthaes feelings of one of its members, to ex- 

res? the sineere regret I experience, and to apo- 
lopize for the error | have committed, ought not 
tc sufiice. To that body and to myself, I owe 
an explanation of the motives which governed 
my conduct. Yat i have been fownd in the 
ranks of our country’s defenders, is known to 
many; and that I have sustained a character, un- 
blemished by any act which should crimson my 
withered cheeks, has been amply proven to you, 
by men, whose good opinions are the greatest 
boon of merit. ‘The commencement of the late 
war found me environed by all the comforts of 
Ife; blessed with a sufficiency of property to 
enable me to wipe from the face of distress the 
falling tear, and to flatter myself that want was 
not to salute me before the return of peace. 
The fallacy of my hopes has been too. clearly 
demonstrated, by the ravages of the war on the 
borders of the Raisin, (my residence) and the de- 
striction of all the property which my industry 
had amassed. After having seen the streets of 
Frenchtown overgrown with grass; sighed un- 
availing over the ashes of my own and my neigh- 
bors’ houses, and witnessed their necessities ; re- 
ducel to sustain life by means of wild animals, 
(muskrats,) whose very smell is repulsive to the 
stomac.; 1 gladly hailed the beneficence of my 
government in the enactment of the law, usually 
eal ed the property act, an in the month of Ja- 
nuary, 1817, 1 took leave of my friends and fellow 
suflerors, and repaired to this city to manage their 
elai.ns; on my arrival, | found that the act under 
which they expected relicf had been suspended, 
and t was forced to return with this unweleome 
infor-nation; tears of disappointinent stffased the 
countengances of every one—my heart sympa- 





thized with theirs, and { then determined to pra- 


t 
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secute their claims toa result. With this view I 
had been in this city more than a month; over 
anxious to accomplish my object, exalted with 
the success whi:h had ‘attended some of the 
claims, and convinced that the committee of 
claims was overwhelmed with business, my inex- 
perience in reference to legislative proceedings 
induced me to suppose that, to insure despatch, 
might without impropriety, approach the chair- 
man of that committee with a proposal to com- 
pensate him for “extra trouble.” That I bave 
erred, grossly erred, I am corivinced, and my only 
consolation is, that error is no crime, when it is 
of the head, not of the heart. Had I acted with 
less precipitation, and consulted the views of 
others, I should not at this time find myself in the 
disagreeable dilemma that Iam. I should have 


|acted more consistent with myself. Whatever 


semblance my request of secrecy may assume, I 
can with truth aver that its basis in my mind-was 
a desire that those for whom I act should have 
to acknowledge their increased gratitude for the 
promptitude with which their claims should have 
been acted upon. 

it cannot be denied, ‘that, after being assured 
that my own claims would be allowed, Phad less 
cause to think of obtaining by corruption the pay- 
ment of claims which I almost knew the justice 
of Congress could not refuse in the sequel—de- 
spatch, then, was all I wished for, all ¥ could gain ; 
and I think that the world and this honorable 
body, will admit that the benefit of the relief 
would be in proportion to the time which should 
elapse in affording it ; atleast, that in this view 
it would be appreciated by those who have yet 
fresh in their recollection that a husband, a wife, 
a father, a child, a brother, or sister, was toma- 
hawked, shot, or burnt alive by the savage ene- 
my, their hearts inhumanly torn from their bo- 
dies, and whilst yet smoking with the vital heat, 
were triumphantly exhibited to their weeping 
eyes. Let it be recollected, that they have wit- 
nessed, whilst wandering without shelter, and al- 
most unclothed, the heart-rending scene, dead 
bodies exposed to the voracious appetite of the 
swine, and these animals eagerly contending for 
alegoranarm. Leést this picture may be suppo- 
sed to be exaggerated, I annex the correspon- 
dence which took place between the hon. A. RB. 
Woodward and General Proctor, in the vear 1813, 
and shortly after the event occurred. Let it be 
known that most, if not all, the articles they 
could collect from the ruins of their houses, were 
generously, most generously, appropriated in the 
purchase of prisoners of war, for the purpose of 
screening them from the bloody tomahawk, that 
these purchases were made under such circum- 
stances as not to entitle them to reimbursement 
under the “ Act relating to the ransom of Ameri- 
can prisoners of war ;” and let it also be known, 
that such are the sufferers, such the merits of 


ithe claimants 1 represent—and I feel confident 


that the clouds of indignation which, for a mo- 
ment, threatened to burst over my frosty head, 
will he dispelled by the benign influence of phi- 
lauthrops—an infiuence which has ever, and I 
trust ever will ch: racterize my conduct. 

That 1 should be anxious to afiord a prompt so- 
lace to the sufferings of my fellow-citizens, will 
not be wondered at, when it is known that they 
extended every kindness and protection to my 











family, (from whom I was separated during most 
of the war,) and st a time when the Indians were 
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calling upon my wife to come out and select he 
husband’s scalp. 


Relying upon the maxim, that “to err is hu- 
man, to forgive divine,” I throw myself upon the 
indulgence of this honorable body, and the mag- 
nanimity of the honorable gentleman, whose feel- 
ings I have had the misfortune to wound. If my 
services form no claim to indulgence, perhaps my 
sufferings and those of my family may. I stand 
here prepared to meet all the consequences of an 


error committed without any sinister intention. 


In conclusion, I must be permitted to remark 
that, during a confinement, from which 1 have 
torborne to adopt any legal measures to extricate 
myself, the only feelings of pain which have had 
access to my breast, were those produced by the 


Knowledge that an opinion was prevalent that 


presuming on the misfortune of my fellow suffer- 
ers, | had bought up their claims at a very redu- 
If this honorable body would permit, 
I would, under the solemnity of an oath, call up- 
on God to bear testimony that this opinion is 


ced price. 


without basis. 
_JOUN ANDERSON.” 
Jan. 1818. 


The prisoner, being asked if he had any thing 
further to say, and answering in the negative, was 
taken from the bar; and the house proceeded to 
deliberate on the course now proper to be pur- 


sued. 


Mr. Forsyth offered for consideration a motion 
im substance like that which was ultimately adop- 
ted, but which proposed Wednesday next, as the 
day on which John Anderson should be brought 


to the bar. 

A variety of propositions, suggestions, and re- 
marks were made on this occasion, which it 
would be difficult, if it were important, accurately 
to report. 

One motion on which the yeas and nays were 
taken, is worthy of particular notice. It was 
made by Mr. Poindeater, to strike out of that pas- 
sage which charged John Anderson of being guil- 
ty of a contempt against the privileges of the house, 
the words “ the privileges of,” thus denying the: 
house to have any privileges not conferred on 
them by the constitution. ‘his motion was nega- 
tived, 108-to 54. l 

The will of the house was ultimately consum- 
mated, by the passage of a resolution in the fel- 
lowing words: 

Resolved, ‘Yat John Anderson has been guilty 
of a coutempt and a violation of the privileges of 
the house, and that he be brought to the bar 
of the house this day, and be there repri- 
manded by the speaker forthe outrage he has 
committed, and then discharged from the custody 
of the sergeant at arms. 

Whereupon Jolin Anderson was brought to the | 
bar of the house, and addressed by the speaker as 
iullows : 

* John Anderson: You have been brought be- 
fere this house upon.a charge of having com- 
mitted a breach of its privileges in attempting 
to bribe one of its members, filling a high anc 
responsible situation. ‘Fhe house has patiently 
heard you in your defence, and, in proportion to 
the pleasure which it has derived from the con- 
current testimonies in support of your character 
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accustomed to dance before the door of my house, } a crime so entirely incom 
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patibbe with the 4; 
ore maintained, 


rif standing you have hereto 
have the less apology for the attempt whj 
made, because you had yourself experie 
justice of this house but a few days 
the passage of two bills in your favor, 
on petitions presented to the house. 
tempt to corrupt the fountain of legislation 
undermine the integrity of a branch of the > 
tional legislature, is a crime of se deep a _! 
that even you must acknowledge and be sensi 

of it. And if, John Anderson, you could: have 
been successful in such an attempt; if it were 
possible that representatives of the people could. 
have been found, so lost to their duty as } 
cept your offer, you must yourself see the 
ful consequence of such a deplorable state, of 
» things. In your turn you might fall a victim: 
your rights, your liberty, and your pro 
might in the end equally suffer with those of 
others. The house has seen with pleasure, 





offer, you disclaimec, with sym:\toms of 
rent repentance and contrition, any intention tg 
corrupt the integrity of a member; and, in di, 
recting me to pronounce your discharge, the 
house indulges the bope that, on your return 
home, you will be more fully convinced of the 
magnitude of your offence, and by the future 
tenor of your life endeavor to obliterate, as fap 
as it may be possible, the stain your conduct og 
this occasion has impressed on the high and hos 
norable character you appear to have previously 
systaimed. You are discharged from the custody 
of the sergeant at arms.” 

Whereupon John Anderson was discharged 
from custody 


In the course of the examinations of witnesses 
in the sitting of this day, in the case of colonel 
Anderson, the following incidents arose : 
Colonel Joszra Watson, one of the witnesses, 
| being called a second time by the speaker, was 
|| questioned and answered as follows: 

| Question—I thought I understood yon to say that 
| you had some claims on the government yourself? 





| Answer—No, sir, Iam agent for the settlement. 


lof claims, for which purpose I have opened an 
agency in this city, where IE receive claims from 
every part of the country. 

Q.—Has it been customary, do you know, in 
any cases whatever, that any of the officers of the 
government, in settling clajms, have received 
from the claimants any compensation for extra 
services ? ’ 

A.—-I presume the question is expeeted to be 
answered from personal knowledge: L haye no 
personal knowledge of any such compensation 
having been recajved. 

Q.—Have you received any information of such 
practices, and, if you have, from whom ? 

A.—I have heard such things intimated 

Q.—By whom and as to whom? 

A.—I have heard it intimated that clerks in 
some of the public offices were in the habit of 
transacting business as agents, and of receiving a 
commission for so doing. 

Q.—Specify, if you can, who gave you the in- 
formation, and what clerks were named ? 

A.—Information of that sort was received by 
me inaletter from a person of the name of Samu- 








ani good conduct heretofore, is its deep regret 
that you hare deliberately attempted to commit 


cl How, who resides between Presquisle, and 
Buffuloe, who said that he had engaged to pay a 


torn , 


at a very early period after making your base. 
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[ oe to afford, which it may require. 


, when under the influence of any particular excite- 
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particular clerk five dollars for obtaining a iand 
warrant for him. : ‘ 
@—Do you recollect the name of the clerk ? 
A—Not accurately enough to repeat: but the 
letter jg at the disposal of the house. I have an 
ion as to the name, but not so clear and 
“tinct as to give it in evidence. ; 
the speaker —Bring the letter with you to 
house to-morrow — ; 
= witness then retired, but was again called 


interrogated. 
-- er—Is that single instance you have 
nae 9 the only one you have heard of ? 
_ Witness —1 would state to the house, that Tam 
willing to afford it all the information _- o! 
ut 
cannot but state, that I feel a delicacy in mention- 
the names of persons who have been reported 
to actasagents. Being mysclf an agent, I might 
be suspected of improper motives for making 
such a disclosure. But being under oath, if the 
house insists, I will obey. 
The speaker-—The house insists on your reply 
to the question. : 
Witness.—I proceed, then, to perform what is 
now my duty. Understanding now, that it is ex- 
cted of me to state every thing, even as to ge- 
neral intimations, that I have heard, I proceed. 
[have understood, that, in the land bounty office, 
there are—— 
Thus far had the witness proceeded, when he 
was interrupted. . 
Mr. Cobb rose, and questioned the propriety 
of going into an inquiry of the kind now com- 
mencing,in this manner. The house, he admit- 
ted, had a right to the information it was now pro- 
posed to obtain; but it ought to be sought ina 
roper manner. He put to the house, whether, 
y this kind of loose information, the reputation 
of probably good men ought to be exposed to 
public obliquy on mere rumor and intimation ? 
He was willing at all times, to give his vote for 
exposing improper conduct, but he wished it done 
by evidence, which this hearsay was not. 
This produced an animated discussion of some 
length, which was closed on Mr. Holmes of Mas- 
sachusetts observing that he was well aware that, 


ment, there is danger that we may act wrongly. 
We were in a little danger, said he, the other day, 
and should take caution from experience. When 
the question was first put to the witness, and he 
hesitated to answer, Mr. H. confessed he had felt 
his curiosity excited, and he wished: to hear his 
answer; but, when the suggestion was made that 
the answer of the witness might operate to injure 
the character of one who was entirely innocent, 
he said he had paused enough had occurred to 
~ convince him that an inquiry should be made, and 
he was about to put a motion to that effect on pa- 
per. But, on more mature consideration, he 
thought that the house would be more cool in the 
morning, and better prepared to act. He the:e- 
fore moved to adjourn. 
And the motion was agreed to. 
Faipay, gan. 16. 
Publication of the Laws of the U. S. 
Mr. Hugh Nelson, from the committee on the 
judiciary, reported a bill to provide for the pub- 
lication of the laws of the United States, and for 
other purposes; which was twice read and com- 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 1818. 59 


Caron de Beaumarchais’ Claims. 
The following message, received from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, was read, as follows, 
viz. 
To the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States. 

The claims of the representatives of Caron de 
Beaumarchais, having been recommended to the 
favorable consideration of the legislature by my 
prodegeesor, in his message to congress of the 

{st of January last; and concurring in the senti- 
ments therein expressed, I now transmit copies 
of a representation relative to it, received by the 
secretary of state from the minister of France, 
and of correspondence on the subject between 
the minister of the United States at Paris and 
the duke .of Richelieu, enclosed with that re- 
presentation. 

JAMES MONROE. 
Washington, January 12, 1818. 

This message, together with the petitions of 
J. A. Chevallie, attorney for the heirs of Caron 
de Beaumarchais, and the documents on file in 
the clerk’s office, relating thereto, were referred 
to the committee of ways and means. 
The Public Offices. 


The Speaker laid before the house the follow- 
ing letter, which he had received from Joseph 
Watson, the witness who was yesterday interro- 
gated on the subject referred to in the letter : 


Washington, 16th Jan. 1818. 


Srr—I comply with the injunction of the house, 
in placing at its disposal the letter alluded to in 
the answer given by me yesterday to a question 
which was unexpectedly ounded. Although 
the letter will speak for itself, yet, in reference 
to myself, I should observe that at the time the 
question was answered, my impression was that 
the letter particularly mentioned that the person 
therein named was attached to. the office of the 
secretary of war: that impression have ori- 
ginated at the time of reading the letter, from 
the similarity of names. 

I beg leave, sir, to avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity to explain the cause of my hesitating to 
answer the question above alluded to. 1 then 
considered it as irrelevant to the subject about 
which I had been sworn to testify, and hesitated 
for the purpose of canvassing my right to refuse 
an answer, and the expediency of subjecting my- 
self to the implications which would have been 
the attendants of that refusal, 

Unwilling to be dragged before the eye of the 
public, on a question to which (adverting to m 
pursuits) so much delicacy is attached, 1 trust it 
will not derogate from the high respect I enter- 
tain for the honorable body over which you, sir, 
have the honor to preside, that I would state that 
the information which I have been called upon 
to afford, may be officially obtained from the 
treasurer’s warrant book, and the report of the 
secretary of war, which was some time since 
called for by the house. £ will add, however, 
that, cone, an of the consequences, I shall en- 
deavor to acquit mysclf of any duty which the 
injunction of the honorable house of represen. 
tatives may require from me. I camot refrain 
to express my belief that there are clerks who 
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transact agency business, whose small salaries 


-~ 


a ee 


= eas Satan aimee eae ese = 
SSeS Sey yer er gee 


ae ae 


= 


en 


—————— 


: 
: 











60 THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 


and large families cannot fail to palliate the im- 


propriety of the course. 


I have the honor, sir, to salute you with the 


be yours, &c. 
JOS. WATSON. 


employed Mr. L. Edwards to procure certain 
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This provision Mr. Lowndes moved 
out of the bill, which produced 


} mated discussion, which was supported 
highest sentiments of individual respect, and to by-Menn, 


10 Strike 
long ane) yj, 
Lowndes, Clay, Sergeant, Reed, of Ma, 
those who opposed it were Messrs, Meneer, = 
rison, Ogle, Baldwin, and Smyth. Mp. \ 


The motion was founded on the absence of, 


[The letter enclosed states merely that he had Mr. Culbreth also expressed their sora 


claims for him at five dollars each, &c.] 
The letter having been read— 
Mr. Holmes, of Mass. offered for consideration 
the following resolution : 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire whether anv and what clerks, or other 
officers in either of the departments, or in any 
office at the seat of the general government, have 
conducted improperly in their official duties ; and 
that the committee hate power to send for per- 
sons and papers. 
‘This gave rise to a desultory debate of con- 
siderable length, involving, however, no ques- 
tion of public interest, except as to the expe- 
diency of the house forming itself into a court of 
inquiry, to investigate the conduct of the heads 
of department, as that would have a tendency to 
Jessen executive responsibility. The resolution 
was agreed to by a Jarge majority. 
And the house adjourned to Monday. 
Monday, Jan. 19.-—On motion of Mr. Newton, 
the committee of commerce and manufactures 
were instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
erecting a light house at Wind Mill Point, on the 
Chesapeake Bay. 
On motion of Mr. ‘laylor, Armistead T. Mason 
had leave to withdraw his petition, contesting the 
election of C. F. Mercer, a member of this 
House. 
On motion of Mr. Harrison, the committee on 
the Public Lands were directed to inquire into 
the expediency of authorizing the state of Ohio to 
sell thirty-five sections of land heretofore granted 
to the said state for the support of the Scioto 
Salt Works, but which are no longer useful for 
that purpose. . 

On motion of Mr. Hopkinson, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to inquire what fees have been 
charged and received by the District Attorney 
of the Southern District of the state of New York, 
in prosecutions brought by him against retailers 
of spirits, for vending them without license ; and 
also, what fees have been received and ‘charged 
in the same cases, by the other officers of the 
United States, in the courts of the United States, 
in the said Southern District of the state of New 
York, and that the said committee have power to 
send for persons and papers. 

Cempensation to Members. 

The amendments of the Senate to the bill fix- 
ing the compensation of the Senators, Represen- 
tatives, and Delegates in the Congress of the 
United States, were read and agreed to. 

Military Appropriations. 

On motion of Mr. Lowndes, the House having 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole onthe 
bill making appropriations for the support of the 
wilitary establishment for 1818; the several appro- 
priations passed without opposition, except one 
which provides for the appropriation of 35,000 
flollars to compensate such brevet officers as may 


necessity for employing brevet officers in-«: 
ons, entitling them to pay beyond thenad herr 
their lineal rank, and was supported. on thet 
other grounds. It was opposed on the 
that, as the law now authorizes the e oan 
and extra pay ef such officers when ; 
separate posts, &c. it contains a 
the government ought not to annul, 
and the officers; and also on the ground, tha, 
whilst the law exists, the appropriations wught 
be made accordingly 

‘the motion to strike out this clause, prevailed 
by a large majority. + Visiadagty 
The remainder of the bill havin “ 
through, the bill was reported to the pte ar 
was ordered to be engrossed. NP 

And the House adjourned. 

Tuesday, January 20. 

This day, after the transaction of some basi. 
ness of individual claims, pdb. 
Mr. Herrick, from the committee ca private 
land claims, reported a bill for the relief of cep. 
tain friendly Creek Indians of the mixed blogd; 
which was twice read and committed. a 
On motion of Mr. Hitchcock, the ey 


commerce and manufactures were instructed 
inquire into the expediency of changing 
name of the district of Erie, in the state oft i 
to that of Cuyahoga. ‘ y 
Mr. Harrison offered the following resolution 
for consideration : % 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed, joint. 
ly with such committee as may be appointed by 
the senate, to consider and report what mea. 
sures it may be proper to adopt, to manifest the 
public respect for the memory of general Thad- 
deus Kosciusko, formerly an officer in the servi 
of the United States, and the uniform dis 
tinguised friend of liberty and the righty of man, 
[Mr. Harrison introduced this motion, by some 
feeling remarks on the subject of it, and by aview 
of the’principal events of gen. Kosciusko’s life, 
On motion of Mr. Forsyth, this resolution was 
ordered to lie on the table. be iret 
The Speaker presented a letter from. the se 
cretary of the treasury, transmitting, in obedience 
to a resolution of the house of February, 181%, 
a report on such measures as. may be necessaty 
for the more effectual execution of the laws for 
the collection of the duties on imports, : 
The Speaker also presented the annual report 
from the navy department, of the state of thena- 
vy pension fund, the disbursements therefrom, 
list af the pensioners, &c. + 
Also, from the same department, a statement 
respecting the condition and management of the 
navy hospital fund. 
On motion of Mr. Bassett, the message of the 
President transmitting the claim of the repre 
sentatives of Caron de Beaumarchais, which had 
been referred to the committee of ways and means 
in the first instance, and afterwards transferred 





beplaced in service in such situations as to enti- 
tle them to pay according to their brevet rank. 


to the committee of claims, was now referred to 
a s¢lect committee. 
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‘ctrs on those of this house, &c. 
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“in 


versation which took place respect- |} in striking“out the provision for brevet pay, by 
p Tnenaeute of this claim, one gentleman |fa vote of 130 to 3u, being a very decisive ex- 


ed its amount at four or five hundred thou- |} pression of the opinion of this house on the sub- 


dollars, and another at near a million. 
The bit making appropriations for the ar- 


rmgromed for « third reading. 

; Brevet hunk. 

wphe house then resumed the consideration of 
report of yesterJay’s committee of tle whole, 


onthe military appropriation bill for the year 


question to concur in the amen‘ment which 
ees the allowance of 35,000 dollars to de: 
ine expense of extra pay to the brevet otfi- 
cers, wiig hold separate commands of districts or 
according to their brevet rank—gave rise 

to ach debate of considerable interest, and was 
at length decided by yeas and nays. Messrs. 
Mercer, Ingham, Harrison, Robertson and Palmer 
opposed the amendment: and Messrs. Lowndes, 
Pitkin, Johnson of Ky. and Forsyth, supported it. 
A debate of pers os a ensued. The 
sncipal nds on. which this question was con- 
an sam on the one hand, it was said that 
astrained construction had been given to that 
vision of the law of 1812, which authorizes 

y according to the brevet rank to such brevet 
officers of the army as are employed on separate 
stations, which provision was meant only to ap- 
ply to necessary detachments, &c,; that the house 
had at the last session endeavored to remedy 
what they thought an evil in this’ respect, by an 
express provision of law, which had been reject- 
ved in the senate ; that, in the only way in which 
it was probable the object could be reached, it | 
was proper for the house to attempt it, by refus- 
ing, in the exercise of their legitimate power, 
the appropriations required for that object ; that 
if the constraction given by the executive to the 
law was correct, it was yet inexpedient to con- 
tinue it, for reasons connected with the good of 
the service, and with the principle of equal jus- 
ce to all officers similarly situated; and that 
brevet rank was, in itself, especially under its 
present construction, injurious to the interests 
6f the army and of the nation, &c. 
“On the other hand, it was urged, that the law 
of 1812, so far as it regarded brevet rank, was 
inthe nature of a compact, which this house 
ought not to violate ; that the executive had cor- 
rectly construed the law, and could not well have 
done otherwise, particularly with the four brevet 
major generals, than by placing them on sepa- 
rite command; tha: at present, of seventy-two 
brevet officé¥s, about twenty-seven only were so 
stutioned as'to entitle them to brevet pay; that 
the number of brevet officers would dail di- | 
minish, and soon be entirely merged in the firieal 
rank, us they became entitled to promotion; that 
it was inexpedient to rob these officers, whose 
high’ character and services were generally ac- 
knowledged, of this little pittance, &c.; that,’ if 
it were admitted too great a latitude had been 
taken in the administration of the law, it could 
only be corrected by a modification or repeal of 
the law, and not by this indirect course, which 
would have the effect merely to shitt the respon- 
sibility from the shoulders of the executive offti- 


By such, and similar arguments, the motion 


ect. 


J 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
es of military supplies, was ordered to be || read a third time. 


Mr. Johnson, of Ky. called up the commutation 





bill; but a motion to adjourn was made and car- 


ried. 
And the house adjourned. 
Wednesday January, 21. 


The house took up Mr. Bassett’s resolution to 
amend the rules and orders of the house, so as the 
more distinctly to Cotiguste the orders of the 
day, by assigning particular business to particular 
days, and make them peremptory. After consi- 
derable conversation on the expediency of the 
adoptton of the proposed rules, it was rejected. 
The engrossed bills making appropriations for 
the military service, were read a third time, pas- 
sed, and sent to the senate for concurrence. 
Judicial Records. 


The remainder of the day was spent in commit 
tee of the whole, Mr. Smith, of Maryland in th 
chair, in debating the bill prescribing tae effect 
of certain judicial reco 

Mr. Pawling, Mr. Pindall, and. Mr. Storrs, de- 
livered specches of considerable length against the 
bill, and Mr. spencer replied, also at considera- 
ble length. 

The committee having risen, and the bill being 
before the house— 

Mr. Forsyth, to try the principle of the bill, 
which, having been so largely debated, must by 
this time be caters understood, moved to post- 
pone the bill indefinitely. ¥ 
The question on this motion was taken without 
debate, and decided in the affirmative by a large 
majority. ? 

So the bill, after so much learning, labor, and 
sae 4 displayed upon it, was finally rejected; 
an 


The house adjouned. 

Thursday, Ja 22. 

Indian relations and ¢ g houses. 
Mr. Southard, from the committee on Indian af+ 
fairs, made a report upon the subject of our Indi- 
an relations; which being read; Mr. S. also report- 
ed a bill for establishing trading houses with the 
Indian tribes, and for the organization and encour- 
agement of schools for their instruction and civili- 
zation; which was twice read and committed. 
Discipline of the navy. 

Mr. Johnson, of Va. after an introductory expla- 
nation of his views, introduced a resolution, which, 
after being subsequently modified, was agreed to, 
in the following words: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on naval affairs 
be instructed toinquire whether any, and, if any, 
what alterations are proper to be made in the 
several laws for the government of the navy. 

Connected with this motion, Mr. Johnson sub- 
mitted the wuall which was also agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the navy be di- 
rected to report to this house the proceedings of 
a certain court martial, ordered by commodore 
Isaac Chauncey, on the Mediterranean station, for 
the trial of captain Oliver H. Perry; also, the pro- 
ceedings of a court martial, on the same ‘station, 








was defended and opposed. On the quesiion, 
the house agreed to concur with the comruittee 





ordered by the same officer, for the trial of cap- 
tain John Heath, of the marine corps. 
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Daye referred to in the former debate, but to 
t 


General Kosciusko. 


on the 21st instant, because considerable objection 
had been made to it, and offered, in lieu thereof, 
the following, with a view to try the sense of the 


house on the subject: 


Resolved, hat this house, entertaining the high- 
est respect for the. memory of general Kosciusko, 
his services, &c. the members thereof will testify 
the same by wearing crape on the left arm for one 


month. 


After some debate, in which this motion was 
supported by Mr. Harrison, and opposed by Mr. 


Reed, Mr. Forsyth, and Mr. Desha— 


Mr. Harrison withdre w his resolution pe pamin, 

unaa- 
imity would destroy its yalue: satisfied that in mov- 
ing and supporting it, he had acquitted his con- 


seeing it was opposed, and that the want o 


science. 


In the short debate on this question, the merits 


of Kosciusko, as the advocate of freedom and the 
friend of man, was fully admitted, but, it was shown 
that no such respect as was now proposed, had 
been paid to any of the departed worthies, native 


ot foreign, who had aided in the achievement of 
our independence, except in the single case of 


general Washington, which was admitted to be an 
exception to all general rules. Having, as recent- 


ly as 1810, refused a‘like tribute to the memory of 


colonel William Washington, on his decease, it 
was too late now, it was deemed, to commence a 
new system in this respect. 

Journal of the Convention. 

A resolution authorizing the publication of the 
Journal of the Convention which formed the con- 
stitution of the United States, was received from 
the senate, twice read, and referred. 

Cominutation Bill. 
On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Ky. the House 
pemneeted to the consideration of the bill now 

ing on the table, for the commutation of sol- 
ers’ bounty lands, with the amendments propo- 
sed thereto. 

Mr. Garnett, of Ya. moved to postpone indefi- 
nitely the wholeisubject, believing that it hac been 
so widely debated as to make further debate 
thereon not necessary to ascertain the sense of 
the House 

Mr. Johnson, of Ky. said he did not, after all 
that had been said, intend.to enter into the de- 
bate ; but contented himself with calling the Yeas 
and Nays on the question. 

Mr. Cxbd, of Geo. was opposed to the post- 
ponement of the bill on the ground that its pas- 
spe would be important not only to the interests 
of the improvident soldiers, whose case had been 


. 


10se also of a different character, whose interest 
and wish it was not to settle the lands which they 
receive from the government, preferring to re 
main in the southern country. He regarded the 
measure also as one of policy; inasmuch as the 
depreciated rates at which the warrants passed 
into the hands of speculators, besides the United 
States losing the value of these lands, deteriora 
ted also the value of other lands belonging to the 
government. Enlarging on these views of the 
subject, Mr. C. expressed his opinion very deci- 
dediy to be, that some such act ought to pass, 
and in the shape proposed by Mr. Robertson’s 
amendment, to give a certain quantity of United 
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rants, the certificates of whieh, he t being 
Mr. Harrison withdrew his resolution, offered || f small amount, and bearing interest, would ; 


culate freely from hand to hand 
more acceptable to the holders ‘em tld be 
than any price the speculators could give, Pt 
Mr. Linn was in tavor of an indefinite nie 
ment, on the conviction*that no beneficial 
would flow from its adoption. He dénied that ; 
would prevent speculation, which he said, it . 
i vain to attempt to stop. That it would hon 
the soldier or government, he also denied; there. 
fore the bill ought not to pass on any ‘of 
grounds on which it had been sustained. te 
Mr. Lowndes opposed the postpo 
ground that te” alihes weal e bene 
receiving for his land warrant a price higher 
that now given, which he understood from vari 
quarters, was not more than from 50 to 75 dollars: 
whilst the government would be benefitted re- 
claiming into its possession, and withdrawi 
the market a body ‘of land, the extent of whichmi 
for some years, reduce the value of the lands of 
United States in that market. The loss the Unit 
ed States might sustain from that competition, 
Mr. L. calculated might be, all cireumstances con. 
sidered, from 62 to 75 cents for each acre thrown 
into the market; and that price, therefore, it w 
be decidedly the interest of the government to 
give for these lands. Having demonstrated 
the measure, therefore, woukd equally benefit the 
United States and the soldier, he had no doubt of 
its expediency. At the same time he objected to 
the amendment last proposed, to give, in lieu of 
money, stock bearing an interest of 6 per cent 
because it would not be in effect equally benefici- 
al to the soldier, and not as beneficial tothe Unit: 
ed States, whose money in the treasury was. not 
worth 6 per cent. per annum, (the interest it was 
proposed the certificates should bear,) which wag 
demonstrated by the fact, that it not obtain 
at par its own 6 per cent. stock. 
Mr. Robertson of Louisiana, was also to 
a postponement, believing that. the er and 
the government would be mut _ benefited, 
It would be entirely optional with the soldi 
whether he availed himself of the provisions of tks 
bill or not, his rights, therefore, woud not be in 
the least affected by it. As to the United States, 
the benefit ofthe measure, would be still i 
possible, by bringing all that Jand again within ite 
power, which, if thrown into murket in compe+ 
tition with the United States, would set at naught 
all the calculations of the secretary of the treasu- 
ry, or of the committee of ways andm on the. 
product of the annual sales of the able lands, 
The lands included in the military survey. were 
of greater value than was generally known, and) 
infinitely more important. to the United Staten 
than his friend (Mr Loundes) appeared to egtip, 
mate them; as it was probable they would, in the 
course of a few years, sell for three or four: dol- 
lars per acre, &c.—and he could not see w 
they should be valued at less than they would sell 
for. ‘Thus an important advantage would accrue 
to the United States, and at the same time a strik- 
ing benefitto the soldier, by the adoption of the, 
measure it was now proposed to reject, &c. 
The guestion was at length taken on the propo+ 
sition to postpone indefinitely; and the vote there; 
on stood as follows: 








States stock in lieu of money, for the land war- 


Vor the indefinite postponement 77 
Against it 77 
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The house being thus equally divided, the 
spexker, declaring the pleasure it gave him to 
reserve in existence @ measure which he believ- 
ed to be fraught withthe greatest benefit to the 
soldier and to the nation, voted against the propos- 
ed indefinite postponement. So the motion was 
jected. 
ee question then recurred on the amendment 
meved by Mr. Robertson, which proposed to sub- 
stitute stock of a certain description in lieu of 
money, og ae commutation of the soldiers’ right 
ounty lands. ’ 
” 2 Johnson, of Kentucky; Mr. Smyth, of Vir- 
inia; Mr. Butler, of New-Hampshire ; and Mr. 
£. of Maryland, expressed their views on the 
‘subject. 
ag Robertson’s proposition was eventually nega- 
tived 76 to 65. 





“Mr Smyth, of Virginia, then moved to change 
the amount of commutation to be given for each 
160 acres, by adding the word “sixty” to one 
hutidred und sixty dollars. 

The question on this motion was decided with- 
out debate in the affirmative, ayes 76. 

‘Further debate ensued on amendments to the 
detail of the bill, in the consideration of which 
Mr. Taylor, Mr. Holmes of M, Mr. Baldwin, and 
Mr. Edwards took part. 

Before the house got through the subject, a mo- 
tiéa was made to adjorn, which prevailed. 
Saas 
70 ‘THE EDITOR OF THE NATIONAL -REGISTER. 

Upon handing you the following for publica- 
tion, I would take leave to inquire, whence arises 
that disposition, so frequently manifested by edi- 
tors of newspapers, to introduce into the columns 
of their papers, articles tending to deteriorate 
public sentiment in relation to foreign govern- 
ments or their representatives. Admitting for 
one moment, that the emperor Alexander had 
sild to Spain six or seven vessels of war ; the be- 
lief of which however, should not be admitted, at 
présent, upon any other ground than that of the 
sake of argument; and granting also, that it be 
the intention of Spain to convey troops, by these 
ships, to South America ; are.we to allow our love 
ef freedom to carry us into a strain of personal 
invective and abuse against Alexander? or, are we 
to approve of the practice, as applied towards the 
representatives of foreign governments, residing 
in our country, because they are or may be called 
upon to make official representations on the part 
of their governments, which may not exactly fay 
with our republican sentiments? certainly not. 
There is one point of view, in which this unfor- 
tunate temper of mind must be deprecated by 
every considerate and reflecting man; which is, 
that without producing any one solitary advantage 
to the individual writing under it, it has in its ef- 
fects, a very unpleasant operation upon the rep- 
resentatives of our own government abroad ; for 
notwithstanding, we may, ourselves, know pre- 
eisely how much credence to give to whatever 


people of Europe, and those of the capitals, par- 
ticularly, will continue to look to the newsps:- . 
pers for the demonstration of public sentiment, 
and thereupon basis their appreciation of points, 
to which importance is to be linked. And_pray, 
what would be the situation of one of our mihis- 
ters abroad, during his residence at the seat of any 
one of the governments of Europe, if at the time 
that he should be in the discussion of some point, 
perhaps highly interesting to the personal inter- 
est of individuals of our countrymen; and his re- 
presentations should have been of a nature to have 
aroused and promoted the exercise of any friend- 
ly dormant sentiment, the influence of which 
would probably have carried him to the accom- 
plishment of his instructions, had it not beea for 
some unfortunate lampoon, personal invective, or 
attempt at wit, displayed in our papers, (to the 
evident discredit of the reputation of the paper) 
which had just been put into the hands of the 
opposite party, by some one interested to thwart 
the accomplishment of our object. We must,in- 
deed, know very little of human nature, if we de- 
ny the possibility of such an effect, thus origina- 
ted, and certainly the practice can never be ap- 
plauded, by a liberal and ingenuous mind, such as 
every editor is called upon to cultivate ; for now 
otherwise can he 
“‘ Hold the mirror up to nature.”. 
CANDOR. 


The following paragraph, translated from the 
Moniteur of the 21st October, 1817, not having 
been able to procure the paper (The Times) 


in which it originally appeared, inasmuch aé it 
relates to the transaction concerning certain ves- 
sels of war, said to have been:furnished by the 
emperor of Russia to Spain, may be interesting, 
to us on this side of the Atlantic. 


We are not in the least degree surprized at the 
manifestation of curiosity, generally excited by 
the fact of a naval armament lately equipped at 
Revel, under orders from the court of St. Peters- 
burgh, notwithstanding the assurances which have 
been given us by the ministerial journals, as to 
that which we have for some time maintained, as 
being a circumstance at least probable, viz—that 
no indication of hostility against England had 
appeared in the conduct of that great pow- 
er. If we were to state candidly to our coun- 
trymen our opinion upon the jealousy which they 
are so prompt to feel at the employment, or ever 
the bare possession of a fleet by a foreign nation, 
we should recommend to'them this jealousy as an 
excellent defensive sentiment, but we supplicate 
the people of England to moderate their expres- 
sions of it, if they wish to enjoy the state of peace, 
only for one year. Our prompt and superb irrita- 
bility, whenever a squadron under any other flag 
than that of Great Britain appears on the ocean, 
has given asort of vogue to the nickname, applied 








we may meet with in our public prints; still the 





by Bonaparte to England, The trvant af the 
oceu™.”? 4 











64 
To be continually raisitig cries of alarm forvyher 
safety, is but illy watching the preservation of the 
power of Great Britain. In showing ourselves ir- 
ritated we irritate others, and a quarrel arises 'n- 


der the slightest pretext. 
showing to rival powers that we know ovr inter- 


ests, and that we are resolved to maintain them, is ; 


to render our marine, and we have evidently the 
means of doing it, the most perfect of all national 
institutions in the world, by ameliorating the ma- 
terials, by improving the construction, by render- 
ingthe equipment of our vessels more complete; in 
fine, by treating in 4 humane manner, and liberally 
encouraging, but above all, by instructing and by 
disciplining, in a superiof style, our brave and glo- 
rious sailors. 

As to the little Rassian squadron, we cannot fur- 
nish to our readers any thing positive with regard 
to its present destination. If its object was to 
eonduct Spanish troops to South America, the fu- 
tility of it would perfectly correspond with its in- 
efficiency, for it does appear to us that it isnot at all 
probable thatthe greatest number of spanish troops 
which could be conducted across the Atlantic by 
six or seven Russian vessels of war, would have 
the least effect upon the cause of the insurgents. 
As to an attack upon the Barbary pirates, if such 
were the resolution of the emperor ty gtk 
we should certainly have reason to wish his 
arms, or to those of any other christian monarch 
whatsoever, the most ample success in a struggle 
so interesting to humanity. A third conjecture, 
with regard to the obje-t of this squadron, has 
been mude, which we shall notice without animad- 
version, because it is a point upon which nothing 
but suppositions could bé presented. It 1s sus- 
pected that this armament may be destinéd to give 
more vigour to Russia, in the vicinity of the Dar- 
danelles, if the. conferences whicli have taken 
place in the Turkish capital should not have had 
a happy issue. We can with difficulty judge, if 






this conjecture is.plansible, what species of hos- 
tility can be | by vessels of war, without 
a port of they can call their own, to 
resort to, Where the do:ains of their sup- 


posed oe ee by an interval of 
several hun of miles, all communication with 
the! fleets and armies of theif sovereign, it is not 
for us to decide. We believe that they may at- 
tempt to force the formidable passage of the Dar- 
danelles, but we are not d to defend or to 
conciliate the thousands nprobabilities which 
assail us every day: it is already a sufficient task 
for a journalist to state them. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 

By the arrival at New-York of the schooner 
Major Croghan, captain Wootten, on the 19th in- 
stant, in 17 days from Curracoa, the editors of the 
Commercial Advertiser received a file of the Cur- 
racoa Gazette to the 20th of December, which 
affords the following intelligence : 

By an extract of a letter from General Carlos 
Loubleite, to one of his friends in Curracoa, under 
date of St. Thomas, (Augustura) November 8th, 
1817, it is stated—* We have lately made our 
selves masters of the province of Guayana, of the 
navigation of the Oronoco, of a great part of the 
provinces of Cumana, Barcelona, Caracus, Bari- 
nas and Cassanare, and command all tie plains — 
We are masters of all the horses und cuttle; and 
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The surest muaner of 
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have sufficient forces, both infuntyy ; 
to pacify all the rest of the precingigl igual, 
end of the year.” othe 
Extract of a letter dated 
Sr. ‘LHomas, Dee, 

Ry a vessel arrived bere on the i ia hs 
Augustura, letters have been received fram ty 
sons of respectability, conveying the wlesent, 
intelligence of the establishment .of a Suy men 
Council of the nation at that place on the lith at 
timo, and of the election of General Simon de Ran 
livar as First Magistrate} or executive power, ¢h 
council seems to be divided into two sections, b 
litical and military, of the former Zea ig ele 
president, and Briton of the latte 

“ bs 25th November wis fixed Yo : 
ture of 51 small vessels, with 1800 m s 
San Fernando. Zaraza, is harrassing ee > an ‘ 
somewhere about the Villa dé Gara, and ee 
cepting all their convoys from Calaboza. 

* General Hermudez, at the head of hig army j 
Cumanacao, harangued his army ina proclamation,’ 


which I enclose. j besieging 


Monagas is closely 
Barcelona. 


“ Union, peace, fraternity, security, civil and 
military, such are the general cries in “Augy 
and among all the armies of divisions of tie re. 
public, the triumph of their arms, therefore 
see ms inevitable. . 

** Mariana Montilla arrived: here three days 
ago, from North America; he brings very impor- 
tant gazettes, from which it appears that the go. 
vernment of the United States has des; a 
frigate with a deputation composed of GenwPis. 
cal, a military chief, and two other i 
destined to the Independent government of South 
America, in order to treat on the terms on which | 
the United states,are about to acknowledge the In. 
pendence. In consequence of this, Recio and Res 
venga had set out for Washington, 

{The proclamations of Bolivar ad Bermudez 
shall be given in our next.) 









‘ibe ae wat 





The Gazette states, that we enrage—(it 
would say angry) at Mr. Speaker Glay for his..re- 
primand of Colonel Anderson. Although wedis- 
claim the madness, we must own, that we were far 
from being pleased with the reprimand.. The: 
Gazette says, “ifhe said any thing, he could not 
have said less ;” in this, we take the liberty to, 


differ in opinion; but as we have r id the 
critique on this reprimaud for another a 
cial paper; so shall we reserve our reasoris for 
this difference of opinion. Until, they farewell 
Hal, and may “ Queen Mab” be with you; “she 
isthe fancy’s midwife,” and gives flattering dreams, 
By the Georgia Journal of the 15th instant: re- 
ceived this morning, we have been put in posses- 
sion of the official statement of General Gaires to 
the executive of Georgia, detailing the affair with, 
the Indians, noticed in our last. General Gaines 
has made a requisition upon the executive of 
Georgia for four battalions of infantry apd two 
companies of mflemen, to assemole at, Martiont 
Georgia, on the first of next month. 





tin our next. 
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